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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Yamauchi et 
al (US 6,047,103). 

Regarding claim 12, Yamauchi et al disclose a data transmitting device capable 
of performing copyright protection processing (see Fig.2; col. 13, lines 40-48, and Fig.6; 
col. 16, lines 52-65), when digital data retrieved from the information recording medium 
is AV data, including a data transmitting method, a data receiving device, an information 
processing apparatus, and an information recording medium, comprising: 

a) data inspection means for receiving digital data, and judging whether the 
digital data is recordable (see Fig. 5; controller 49, AV signal processor 46 and the disk 
reproduction drive 47; col.22, lines 27-58); and 

b) data recording means for recording the digital data on the recording medium 
when the data inspection means judges that the digital data is recordable, and stopping 
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recording of the digital data on the recording medium when the data inspection means 
judges that the digital data is unrecordable (see Fig. 5; controller 47; recording section 
44; col.22, line 59-67 and col.22, lines 33-38). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-1 1&13 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Regarding claim 1 , the invention relates to a transmitter and a recorder for 
receiving and then transmitting and recording digital data such as MPEG2 transport 
stream, which is transmitted by broadcasting, communication, or the like. 

The closest references Hamaguchi et al (US 6,104,865) teach a video signal 
recording and/or reproducing apparatus which is capable of recording and/or 
reproducing both a high definition signal and a standard television signal such as an 
NTSC signal, and Joung et al (US 5,555,097) teach a TV-integrated digital VCR 
apparatus in which a digital VCR is interfaced with a high-definition television or a 
standard TV to record and play back data of a HDTV format or of a standard TV format. 

However, Hamaguchi et al and Joung et al fail to explicitly disclose a recorder, 
where the recorder comprises format conversion means for receiving a first analog 
signal obtained by decoding the first digital data, and format-converting the first analog 
signal into a second analog signal when the judgment means judges that the first digital 
data is unrecordable or unreproducible after recording, and switching means for 
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receiving the second or third digital data as well as the first digital data, and outputting 
the first digital data when the judgment means judges that the first digital data is 
recordable or reproducible after recording, while outputting the second or third digital 
data when the judgment means judges that the first digital data is unrecordable or 
unreproducible after recording. 

Regarding claim 3, the invention relates to a transmitter and a recorder for 
receiving and then transmitting and recording digital data such as MPEG2 transport 
stream, which is transmitted by broadcasting, communication, or the like. 

The closest references Hamaguchi et al (US 6,104,865) teach a video signal 
recording and/or reproducing apparatus which is capable of recording and/or 
reproducing both a high definition signal and a standard television signal such as an 
NTSC signal, and Joung et al (US 5,555,097) teach a TV-integrated digital VCR 
apparatus in which a digital VCR is interfaced with a high-definition television or a 
standard TV to record and play back data of a HDTV format or of a standard TV format. 

However, Hamaguchi et al and Joung et al fail to explicitly disclose a recorder, 
where the recorder comprises data conversion means for converting the first digital data 
into recordable second digital data when the judgment means judges that the first digital 
data is unrecordable, and switching means for receiving the first and second digital 
data, and outputting the first digital data when the judgment means judges that the first 
digital data is recordable, while outputting the second digital data when the judgment 
means judges that the first digital data is unrecordable. 
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Regarding claim 5, the invention relates to a transmitter and a recorder for 
receiving and then transmitting and recording digital data such as MPEG2 transport 
stream, which is transmitted by broadcasting, communication, or the like. 

The closest references Hamaguchi et al (US 6,104,865) teach a video signal 
recording and/or reproducing apparatus which is capable of recording and/or 
reproducing both a high definition signal and a standard television signal such as an 
NTSC signal, and Joung et al (US 5,555,097) teach a TV-integrated digital VCR 
apparatus in which a digital VCR is interfaced with a high-definition television or a 
standard TV to record and play back data of a HDTV format or of a standard TV format. 

However, Hamaguchi et al and Joung et al fail to explicitly disclose a recorder, 
where the recorder comprises data conversion means for converting the first digital data 
into second digital data that is reproducible after recording, when the judgment means 
judges that the first digital data is unrecordable after recording, and switching means for 
receiving the second and second digital data, and outputting the first digital data when 
the judgment means judges that the first digital data is reproducible, while outputting the 
second digital data when the judgment means judges that the first digital data is 
unreproducible. 

Regarding claim 7, the invention relates to a transmitter and a recorder for 
receiving and then transmitting and recording digital data such as MPEG2 transport 
stream, which is transmitted by broadcasting, communication, or the like. 
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The closest references Hamaguchi et al (US 6,104,865) teach a video signal 
recording and/or reproducing apparatus which is capable of recording and/or 
reproducing both a high definition signal and a standard television signal such as an 
NTSC signal, and Joung et al (US 5,555,097) teach a TV-integrated digital VCR 
apparatus in which a digital VCR is interfaced with a high-definition television or a 
standard TV to record and play back data of a HDTV format or of a standard TV format. 

However, Hamaguchi et al and Joung et al fail to explicitly disclose a transmitter, 
where the transmitter comprises decoding means for decoding the digital data into a 
first analog signal, when it is judged that the digital data is unrecordable or 
unreproducible after recording by the recorder, on the basis of the result of the inquiry 
from the system control means, and format conversion means for converting the first 
analog signal into a second analog signal of a data format that is recordable by the 
recorder or reproducible after recording, wherein, the decoding means outputs the first 
analog signal or the format conversion means outputs the second analog signal, when it 
is judged that the digital data is unrecordable or unreproducible after recording by the 
recorder, on the basis of the result of the inquiry from the system control means. 

Regarding claim 8, the invention relates to a transmitter and a recorder for 
receiving and then transmitting and recording digital data such as MPEG2 transport 
stream, which is transmitted by broadcasting, communication, or the like. 

The closest references Hamaguchi et al (US 6,104,865) teach a video signal 
recording and/or reproducing apparatus which is capable of recording and/or 
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reproducing both a high definition signal and a standard television signal such as an 
NTSC signal, and Joung et al (US 5,555,097) teach a TV-integrated digital VCR 
apparatus in which a digital VCR is interfaced with a high-definition television or a 
standard TV to record and play back data of a HDTV format or of a standard TV format. 

However, Hamaguchi et al and Joung et al fail to explicitly disclose a transmitter, 
where the transmitter comprises data conversion means for converting the first digital 
data into a second digital data of a recordable format, when it is judged that the digital 
data is unrecordable by the recorder, on the basis of the result of the inquiry from the 
system control means, and data transmission means for receiving the first and second 
digital data, and outputting the first digital data when it is judged that the first digital data 
is recordable by the recorder on the basis of the result of the inquiry from the system 
control means, while outputting the second digital data when it is judged that the digital 
data is unrecordable by the recorder on the basis of the result of the inquiry. 

Regarding claim 10, the invention relates to a transmitter and a recorder for 
receiving and then transmitting and recording digital data such as MPEG2 transport 
stream, which is transmitted by broadcasting, communication, or the like. 

The closest references Hamaguchi et al (US 6,104,865) teach a video signal 
recording and/or reproducing apparatus which is capable of recording and/or 
reproducing both a high definition signal and a standard television signal such as an 
NTSC signal, and Joung et al (US 5,555,097) teach a TV-integrated digital VCR 
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apparatus in which a digital VCR is interfaced with a high-definition television or a 
standard TV to record and play back data of a HDTV format or of a standard TV format. 

However, Hamaguchi et al and Joung et al fail to explicitly disclose a transmitter, 
where the transmitter comprises data conversion means for converting the first digital 
data into second digital data of a data format that is reproducible after recording by the 
recorder, when it is judged that the digital data is unreproducible after recording, on the 
basis of the result of the inquiry from the system control means, and data transmission 
means for receiving the first and second digital data, and outputting the first digital data 
when it is judged that the first digital data is reproducible after recording by the recorder 
on the basis of the result of the inquiry from the system control means, while outputting 
the second digital data when it is judged that the digital data is unreproducible after 
recording by the recorder on the basis of the result of the inquiry. 

Regarding claim 13, the invention relates to a transmitter and a recorder for 
receiving and then transmitting and recording digital data such as MPEG2 transport 
stream, which is transmitted by broadcasting, communication, or the like. 

The closest references Hamaguchi et al (US 6,104,865) teach a video signal 
recording and/or reproducing apparatus which is capable of recording and/or 
reproducing both a high definition signal and a standard television signal such as an 
NTSC signal, and Joung et al (US 5,555,097) teach a TV-integrated digital VCR 
apparatus in which a digital VCR is interfaced with a high-definition television or a 
standard TV to record and play back data of a HDTV format or of a standard TV format. 
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However, Hamaguchi et al and Joung et al fail to explicitly disclose a recorder, 
where the recorder comprises data conversion means for converting the digital data into 
second digital data of a recordable format, when the judgment means judges that the 
first digital data is unrecordable, and switching means for receiving the first and second 
digital data, and outputting the first digital data when the judgment means judges that 
the first digital data is unrecordable, while outputting the second digital data when the 
judgment means judges that the digital data is unrecordable. 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Matsumi et al (US 6,71 1,343) teach a data recording/reproducing 
apparatus for recording/reproducing digital video and audio stream data as files. 

Ohara et al (US 6,763,1 74) a reference signal necessary to display a state of the 
image recording and reproducing apparatus in a picture and operation method of the 
image recording and reproducing apparatus. 

Kim et al (US 6,014,492) teach a video signal recording and reproducing 
apparatus for a digital video cassette tape recorder which is capable of judging the 
transmission amount of the digital video data inputted from a digital video source, the 
type of the video tape, and whether or not the tape is recorded in accordance with the 
judgment result, thus automatically controlling a recording mode and a reproducing 
mode. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher O. Onuaku whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-7555. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew B. Christensen can be reached on 703-308-9644. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



872-9306. 
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